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VAR DEPARTMENT BOARD OF APPRAISERS
Hunitions Bldg., 19th & B Sts.,
Washington, D.C.

File No. 279 R/E , May 14, 1919.
Case under ¢.0Q. 39, ¥.D. 1919,

In the matter of the claim of J.C.Lanford, )
Spartanburg, 5.C. for alleged dameges to )
a certain tract of land by reason of its ) REPORT.
ocoupancy by United States %roops in 1918 )
and to Januaxy 31, 1919, )

1. The facots in this case are as follows;

J.C.lLanford is the owner in fee simple of a certain tract
of land containing 156 acres sitnated in the County of Spartanburg,
$.C., and this 1s the same tract referred to in a certain condemna-
tion proceedings, entitled "The United States of America versus a
certain tract of land known as the J.C.Lanford troet.®

2. This case was tried and determined in a United States District
Court in and for the western District of South Carolina on or about -
the 15th dasy of August, 1918. @ertain iesues were submitted to the
Jjury for their special findings. Amongst others, these questione were
determined as follows:

Number of cords of wood on the stump at the time of ocoupation by
United States troops, 1929.

Market value of same on stump, $3.00 per cord.

Reasonable marketable vdlue of buildings at that time: One and one-
half story building, $400.; barn, $50.00; frame metal roofed dwelling,
$600.00; frame metal roofed barn, §250.00.

Damages that have been sustained apd will be susteined by owner or
owners of the land to the land, exclusive of timber and buildings,
because of ite occupancy by the military forces of the United States,
$20.00 per acre.

Fair rental value of land per ennum; §$20.00 per year per acre on
cleared land, $3.00 per scre per year on wooded land, and when wood-
land is cleared, the land shall be $20.00 per acre; and that there are
now 75 aoresg oleared land and 75 aocres woodland,

Fair rental value if land is vacated after April in any year, §20.00
per acre.

¥hat was the value of the wheat crop of owner des&royod? $300.00.

The reasonable rental value per month where the Government rents the
land, if the land is given up before the first day of April; $2.00
per aore per month,

And the order of the Court states as follows: (e) That the findings
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of the said Jjury and answers to said issues be and the same hereby
are in all respects confirmed and made the judgment of the Court.
(b) It is further ordered that the said J.C.Lanford have leave to
enter judgment immedimtely against the United States of America for
the sum of $1162.50 for the following items, to wit:

%heat crop destroyed by United £tates forces, $500.00
Half the rental value of 150 sores of land

for the year 1918, 862.50

Total $1162.50

%hen the matter of the bulldings on the sald place is submitted to a
Jury, the defendents shall also have the right to submit to the Jury
the dameges to his orchard and barbed wire fence.

3. It will be noted that while the Jjury fixed certain values,
the judgment of the Court wes for one-half year's rent for 1918, and
damages to land at $20.00 per acre " that have been sustained and will
be sustained by the owner or owners of the land, to the land, exclu-
sive of timber and buildings, because of its oocupsncy by the military
forces of the United States.®

4, A Poard of Officers was appointed by paragraph 9, S5.0. 2,
headgquarters Camp Wadsworth, S.C., January 22, 1919, "to investigate
and report upcon the amount of all possible damage claims which may be
asserted against the Govermmont by owners of the land leased for the
Camp, because of damages suctained by reason of the Government's
occupation of their land, erection of buildings thereon, cutting of
timber, laying of roads, water pipes or sewers, construction of trenches
or rifle ranges, or by reason of other acts of the Government upon their
lands.” This Board had before it a photostatic copy of the order of
the United States District Court end the findings of the Jjury in the
aforesald proceedings, and with the owner went over the lands in question.

' The Board found as follows:

"From the findings of the jury and the order of Judgment by
the Court, it appeared that the following items had already heen ;
determined:

Land damaged, 150 acres at $20.00 per acre, £3000.00
Rent of 75 acres for the last half of 1918,

determined bt not included in the Judgment, 750.00
Rent of 75 acres of timber land, the same as

the sbove, R e Rl e 112.50
Rent for the month of January, 1613, as set

ot An tha derred. . o & e e e el ot S 300.00

The Jury also fixed the value of the timber taken from the
land at $3.00 per cord, and fixed the smount of timber upon the
land as 1925 cords. It further fixed the value of the several
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buildings on the said land as follows;

Cne - one aud one-half story house, . . . . « . §$400.00
One = BBYIN, . v+ ¢ 4+ s 4 s ot e 1 s 4 4 e 4 s 50,00
Framed, metal-roofed bullding, . « + . « . o o 600,00
Framed, metal-reoofed barn, . . . . . . . . . . 350,00

The Board then taking into consideration these indings
of the CTourt and the Jury and also ¥r. Lanford's claim for pro-
portionate damages 1o the houres aond barns and for zoitual dam-
ages by reason of the taking of timber from the land, finds
that the gross amount of clailms for damages, exclusive of rent of
lapnds, to be itemized =z follows:

Damage %o bthe tinved-roofed house, . . . , - « . 5 350.00

Damage t¢ the barn in connectloa %o the

~ sald house, completely destroyed, . ¢ . + o & . 250,00

. Damage to well on the same property . . . .+ « . & 25.00

Damage to the other housd, / « +« o « « +4. « « « 100,00

Deamage $o the barn, completely destroyed . . . . 50.00

0624 eords of wood oub and removed from the

land . . 0 s 4 . e e e e e e e s . s . RBBT.H0
Demage 0 ths land, 150 acres at $20.00 per =
aere as determined by the Jury . o « . &+ o - o A000.00
Damage to the wire fenee, . . « « ¢ o v = » s » __ 300,00
Making & total of . + . v ¢ 6 . s . . 0. . . BOT62.50

In addition to this, the Board finds thst subsequent to
the progeedinge in condemmation there wss a road cul through
¥r. Lanford's land, aboul %000 4. in Jength and about 70 ft,
in width, the seme belng greded and crowned, as a permanonty
road, so as to meke an entrance from the Naticmal Highway to
Gamp Wadsworth, 2.0, This road was not, as far as the Board can
find, taken into consideration at the itime thal the Jury made
its findings. The damage o Hr. Lanford by reason of this
road would bve coasiderable, and would approximate about Fif-
teen Hundred ($1500.00) Dollars, which would bring the total
of dameges which the Board belleves Mr. Lanford could legiti-
mately claim, to the sum of $8262.50, ezoluslve of the reni
which would be dus bo br., Lanford for the last half of 1018,
and the month of January, 1610,

However, the Board was of the opinlon that the damége assegsed
by the Jury %o the lapd was speculative, snd contemplated the
complete occupation by troops for a long perlod of tTime, and was there-
fore excessive and not a fair valuation.

The Board finds, however, that troops did ovoccupy about
75 acres of the land for a period of time, spproximately three
months, during the year 1918, and some damege was occasioned
thereby. Upon carefully going over the items above noted
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with ¥r. Lanford, the Bosrd advises that the ressonsble dam=-
age to said property by reason of all asots of the Government,
ineluding occupation by itroops, laying of water pipes snd
sgwer pipes, erectiom of poles, laylng of rosds and the cub-
ting. of timber; was itemized as follows:

Damage to the btinned-roofed howse, . « o . - « § 250,00
Damdge to the bara, destroyed, . « « o 2 o &+ o 200,00
Damages to the well, . & + « « &+ 5 & « o o s o 25.00
Damsge 1o the 1% story houwse, . . . . . . . . 100.00
Uamage to the barn in connection therswith,
destroyed, .+ o o 4 s e @ es 5 = s s 4 e s 50.00
¥ire fencling destroyed . . « « ¢« ¢« o = v & < 180,00
Timber cut and removed, 96284 cords ab §%.00
PET COPE, o o o o o a s s e e & s s 4 . a4 . 2887.50
Agtual demmge %o the ground by reason of the
occupancy by troops, including the laying
of water pipes and constfuctlon of road
acrose the land, .+ o ¢ v « ¢ o o s + 4 s 1500,00
Meking a btotal of « - « » + » . « $5112.50

In addition te this, ¥r. Lenford would be entitled fo

Rent on 75 mcres for the last half of 1918, ... % 750.00
Rent for timber land for the last half of 101%, ,

75 acres ot $1.50 per mere, . . . . . o . 112.50
Rent on 150 scres for Jenuery 1919, at &2.90 par

&QZ’G b @ ¢ 4 * L] © s a » ® . - £y - Y - L] (3 EQQ 3 00
Making e total for remnb of . & . . . %1162.50

¥aking a %$otal, including damages ond rent, of $5278.00 ¢

The local Board hss zubaitted no record of testimony basen
in ¢this case. It undouvbtedly based its ideas of values on those
determided by the Jury,and ic gegoetiations witlh the claimant,
succeeded in reducing bthe valuss determined by the Jury and them~
selves from $O762.50 to $5112.50, or a reduction of $1650.00. iIn
view of the secemingly high values fixed by the Jury in the condemna~
tion proceedinge, it ls believed thet %tho settlement in any lesser
gun is doubtful. The claiment has signified his willingness in
writing to acocept the amouwnt of §62%5.00, in complebe satisfaction
of 211 elaime of whaisocever nature agdinst the Government,

Teking into conslderstion the evidenmqy prmﬁuﬁgﬁ : %ﬂg the

procesdlngs o493 findings of the local Board, the War Department
Board of Appraisers concurs in the conclusion reached by the local
Board, snd recommends that an award issue in Taver of J.C.Lanford,
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