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WAR DEPARTMENT BOARD OF APPRAISERS 
1lun1Uons Bldg., 19th&: B Sts., 

Washington, D.C. 

File No. 279 R/E 
Case ander G.O. 39, W.D. 1919. 

In the matter of the claim. of J.C.Lanford, ) 
Spartanburg, S.C. for alleged da.:JWges t.o ) 
a certain tract of land by reason of its ) 
occupancy by United S.tates ·~roops in 1918 ) 
and to .TanQI)l'Y 31, 1919. ' ) 

1. The facts 1n this case a.re as follows: 

May 14' 1919. 

REPORT. 

J.C.L&nford is the owner in fee simple of a certain tract 
of land. containing 150 acres situ.a.ted in the Count;y of Spartanburg , 
S .C ., and this is the same tract referred to in a certain condemna­
tion proo-.d1ngs, entitled 11 The United, Stai;es of .America versus a 
certain tract of land known as the .J.C .Lanford tra.ot." 

2. Tbis case was tried and determined in a United States District 
Court in and for the weste.rn District of south Carolina on or about . 
the 15th day of August, 1918. Oertain bsues were submitted to the 
jury for their special findings. Amongst others, these questions were 
determined as follows: 

Number of cord.s of wood on the s twcp at the time of oooupation by 
United States troops, 1929. 
Market value of Sa.lfle on stump, · $3.00 per cord. 
Reasonable marketable value of buildings at that time: One and one­
hal! story building, $400.; barn, $50.00; frame metal roofed dwelling, 
$600.00; frame metal roofed barn, f250.00. 
Damages that have been sustained and will be sustained by owner or 
owners of the land to the land, exclusive of timber and buildings, 
because of its occupancy by the military forces of the United States, 
$20.00 per acre. 
Fair rental value of land per annum; $20.00 per_yesr per acre on 
cleared land, &3.00 per acre per year on wooded land, and when wood­
land is cleared, the land shall be $20 .00 per aore; and that there are 
now 75 acres cleared land and 75 acres woodland • . 
Fair rental value if land. is vacated after April in any year, $20.00 
per acre. 
What was the value of the wheat orop of owner destroyed'i' $300.00. 
The reasonable rental value per month where the Government rents the 
land, if the land is given up before the first day of Apr1l 1 $2 .00 
per aore per month. 

And thL:.orde.t' of the Cow-t states as follows: (a) That the findings 
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of the said Jury and answer s to said issues be and the same hereby 
are in all respects confirmed and mad.e the judgment of the Court . 
(b) It is further ordered that the said J.C.Lanford have leave to 
enter Judgment immediately against the United States of America for 
the sum of $1162.50 for the following items, to wit: 

Wheat crop destroyed by United States forces, 
Hal! the rental value of 150 aores of land 

for the year 1918, 
Tot~l 

$300. 00 

862.50 
$1162.50 

When the matter of the buildings on the said place is submitted to a 
Jury, the defendant~ shall also have the right to submit to the jury 
the damage9 to his orchard and barbed wire fenoe • 

. 3 . It will be noted that ·while the jury fixed certain values, 
the judgment of t .he Col.U't was for one-half year's rent for 1918 , and 
damages to land at f20.00 per acre " that have been sustained and will 
be sustained by the owner or owners or the land., to the land, exclu­
sive of timber and buildings, beo!luse of its oocupa.aoy .by the militar1 
forces of the United States.• 

4 . A Board of Officers was appointed by paragraph 9, s .o . 2, 
headquar ter s Camp Wadsworth , S . C. , January 22 , 1919, "to invest.ige.te 
and report upon the amount of all possible damage claims whioh may be 
asserted against the Government by ownef's of the land leased for t.he 
Camp, because of damages sustained by reason of t.he Government's 
occ~pation of their land , erection of buildings thereon , cutting of 
timber, laying of roads, water pipes or sewers, construction of trenohes 
or rifle ranges, or by reason of other acts of the Government upon their 
lands . " This Board had before it a photo statio copy .of the order of 
the United States District Court a.nd the find.ingR of the jury in the 
aforesaid prooeed1ngs, and with the owner went over the lands in question. 
The Board found as follows: 

nFrom the findings of the jury and the order of Judgment by 
the Court, it appeared that the following items had already been 
determined: 

Land damaged , 150 acres at $20 . 00 per aore, 
Rent of 75 aores for the last half of 1918 , 
d~termined bGt not included in the j~dgment , 

Rent of 75 acres of timber land, the same as 
the ebove, ............ . .... . 

Rent for the month of January, 1919 , as set 
ou.t in the deo.r ee, • • . . . • • • • • • 

f 3000 . 00 

750.00 

112.50 

300.00 

The jury also fixed the value of the timber taken from the 
land at $3.00 per cord , and fixed the amount of timber upon the 
land as 1925 cord&. It further fixed the value of the several 
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buildings on t(J.e said land as follows; 

One - one o.nd one-half $tory house, • • • • • • 
·one - barn. . , .. .. . Jl • g • • • .. * " a. " • ., 

F'ra.med 1 metal-roofed building, . • , • • " • • 
Framed, metal-roofed barn, , . . • • • , . . . 

$400.00 
50.00 

600.00 
250.00 

'l'lle Board ·then. taklng into considera.ti on these findings 
of. t.hli! Court .and the jury and also .Mr. IJ81'lford's ola.im. for pro­
portionate damages to the houses and barns ano. for aotu.al c:ltll.m­
ages by reason of the taking of timber from the land, finds 
t.hat the gross amount o:f claims for da.Jr1ages, exclusive o1' rent of 
lands, to be itemized a~, follows: 

Dam!!!ge to the tinned-roofed house P • • t~> 350.00 
Dama.ge to the ba.rn in. connection t.he 

said ho~e, completely d.estroyed, •• , . 
Damage to well on the s~e property • , . • . . • 
Damage ·t;o t> he other hou.sl'l, / • • • . , . , . . 
Dlilmage to the barn, completely d.est.:royecl . • 
962ft cords of wood out and removed from the 

la.nct • . . . . .. .. . . ~ . . • 9 • ~ " ~ .. 

Da11age to the hmd, 150 acres at $20.00 
acre as determined by the j1,1.ry • • • • • • • • 

J)amage to ·the wire fence, 
Making a. total o.f • • . . . • 0 • 0 • • 

250.00 
.oo 

100.00 
50.00 

3000.00 
100.00 

$6762.50 

In addition to this, the .Board. finds that subsequent to 
the proocaclings j.n condemnation there w.~,s a road. ou't through 
Mr. Lanfor<l's land_, about 5000 ft. in length a.nd about 70 ft. 
in ~vidth, the same being grar.ted and crowned, a,s a parma1.1ent 
road, so as to makEl an en trance from the :i onal HighlfJay to 
Gam.p Wadsworth, ~1.C, This .road' ~<nts not, a,s fE!.r as the Board c~.n 
find 1 taJtan into consideration at the that the jury made 
its findings. The damage to Mr. Lanford by reason .of thif.l 
road would be considerable, and would appro.xima.te about Fi 
teen Hundred (tU500.00) Dollars, which would bring the total. 
of damages which the Board believes Mr. L~;,uford could legiti­
mately claim, to tne sum of i82Q2o50, exclU6ive of the rent 
which would b~ due to Mr. Lanford for the ltlst h.alt of 1918 1 

and the :month of Ja.nu.ary, 1919. 

However 1 the Board was of the opinion th.at tha de,ma.ge aaseased 
by the jury to the land was speoula:liive, contemplated the 
complete occnpa.tion by troops for a lon.g period of. time, and was there­
fore excessive and not a fair vallla.tion. 

The Board finds, ho·.vever, that troops dicl occupy about 
75 acres of tne land. for a period of time 8 e,pprox.ima.tely three 
mon tha , during the yea.r 1918, a.nd some was oooa.si on eel 
thereby. U:pon carefully going over t;he 1 tems above noted 
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with Mr .•. Lanford, the Board ad.vi.se.a tha.t the rea.lSona.ble dam­
age to sa~d property by reason of all acts of the Government, 
including occupation by troops, laying of water pipes and 
s.ewer pipes, erection of poles, laybg of roads B.nd the out­
t.:tng, of timber, was itemized as follows.: 

Damage to tb.~ tinned-roofed hOU.S0 r 

Damage to the barn 1 clestroyed, • • •. 
Damage to the well, • • • . . . • • • • , • . 
Damage to the 11\ story house;;; . • . , . • . . 
Dame,,ge to the barn in connection therewi thj 

destroyed -• . 4i ~ • • It $ Q • • 4 • .. • • • .. 

Wl re feno ir1g destroyed • • • • . • • . • 
'l':l.mber out and removed, 962~ cort:ts at ~3.00 

pe·r eord , . !». • • • 4 , • • . • • • • ;o 9 • • 

A?tua.l dam1,age to the grol1.nd by r~aeon of the 
occupo,ncy by troops, includlng the laying 
of wa.ter pipes a.nd oonstttuct;lon of road 
across the lar1d, • • • • • • • • • . 

Making a total of •• 

$ 250.00 
200?00 
25.00 

100.00 

50.00 
100.00 

2887.50 

1509.90 
$5112.50 

ln a.d.dltion to thi.s, Mr. Lanford would. be entitle<\ to 

Rent on 75 acres f\:>r the last half Of 1918~ . • • :j,!i 750.00 
Rent for timber land for the las't~ half of 1918 1 

75 ~.ores a.t $1.50 per acre r • • • • • 112.,50 
Rant on 150 acres for .Tanueu-y 1919, a.t .00 per 

acre, q o ~ -• ~~ o • G ll o • • --~oo.J~q 
M.akin.g a tote.l for rent. of . • • $1162o50 

Making a total, inclu.ding damages and rent, of 

The looal .Boarc;l has Sl.tbmitted. r.J;o record of testimony take.n. 
in this oa.se. It nnd.ov.btedl.y bijl.sed its !<.teas of v-alues on those 
determide:d by the jury, and ia negot.i.a.tiom; with the o~aimant, 
auooeaded in redu.cing the va.lues determined the jury a.nd them­
selves from $6762.50 to $5112.50, or a r·eduo·tion of $1650.00. In 
view of the seemiugly high values fixed by t;he jury in ·the condenula­
tion proceed'ings; it is believed t.hat the sett.lem.en.t in any lesser 
IHU!:l iS d.oubtful. Tb.e claimant has signified his willingness in 
writing to aooept the amount of ~$62'15.00~ in complete satisfaction 
of all claims of whatsoever nature against the Government. 

Taking into consideratlon the evid.ence., prq!.;•u' ·~a~'i· . , 2\..n$1. the 
~..t v·I..,J, t.:.# _ U l .t;t,, 

proceedings and fJ.udings of th;e local Board, ·t;he fiar Department 
Board of App:ra,i~H-)rs conctlrs in the conclu~Sion reached 'bY the looa.l 
Board, ar1d recommends that an award issue in favor of J.C.Lanford~ 
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